Heavy losses for Memscap laid at door of wafer fab start up  by unknown
Microlithography up for grabs 
FSI Internat ional  is to discon- 
t inue its micro l i thography 
bus iness  and exclusively focus 
on surface condi t ion ing tools. 
For fiscal 2002, ended August,  
micro l i thography revenue 
represented  $61mn, 43%, 
of  the company 's  total rev- 
enue of  $143mn. Some 292 of 
710 employees  work  here. 
In January, FSI said that it was 
pursu ing  strategic par tners  for 
micro l i thography and will con- 
t inue to suppor t  the instal led 
base of  products .  The compa-  
ny is bel ieved to have over 
400 Polaris systems instal led 
at cus tomers  wor ldwide,  
inc luding over 20 systems that 
are being used to process  
300mm wafers.  
Detroit MEMS lab 
A state-of-the-art laboratory for 
commercia l  development  of 
MEMS and microsystems 
opened at Detroit's Wayne State 
University. 
It is being he lped by Delphi 
Corp, of  Troy, Michigan wh ich  
will also use the space to 
adapt its sensor  technologies  
to b iomedic ine and other  
markets.  
The facility is part of  the Smart 
Sensors and Integrated 
Microsystems (SSIM) pro- 
gramme at the University's 
College of  Engineer ing and 
operates under  the direct ion of 
Professor Greg Auner. It 
inc ludes 4,00Oft2 of  new Class 
10 and 100 clean room and 
four other  lab spaces. Delphi 
donated about  $7m wor th  of  
equ ipment  o make the SSIM 
expans ion  possible. The dona- 
t ions and modif icat ions to 
exist ing equ ipment  have 
moved the lab up to 6-inch 
wafer capability. 
Heavy losses for Memscap laid 
at door of wafer fab start up 
Memscap SA, has reported 
increased losses for its 2002 
financial year, on a sales rev- 
enue that was down 40% on 
2001. 
Sales revenue was about $6. hn  
in 2002 compared with a figure 
of  about $10.5m at current 
convers ion rates from the Euro. 
In 2001 the net  loss was about 
$200,000, but in the latest 
financial year the net loss has 
c l imbed to about $29.7m 
Memscap said. 
One major contr ibut ion to the 
loss was the start-up cost of its 
MEMS wafer fab at nearby 
Bernin, wh ich  the company  
est imated at about $5 . lm 
The company  commented  
that revenue for Q4, 2002 
showed progress, compared to 
previous quarters and it 
expects  this to cont inue 
through 2003. 
Last month  Memscap cut its 
work force by 27% to reduce 
COSTS. 
However,"The work accom- 
pl ished throughout  2002 
enables us to confidently start 
this new year," said Memscap 
CEO Jean Michel Karam. 
Share in surfaces 
SCP Global Technologies has 
completed the acquisit ion of  
Mattson Technology's Wet 
Products division. Its acquisi- 
tion gives it second place and a 
20% market share of 14 suppli- 
ers. Mattson's trategy will now 
focus on its enabling RTP and 
strip process ing tools and tech- 
nologies. SCP GT has secured 
$50m investment f romVC 3i 
and Panatage Point Venture for 
new manufactur ing of surface 
preparat ion equipment .  
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Infineon 
Inf ineon is reported to be 
considering Switzerland as an 
area to relocate its corporate- 
headquarters,  along with loca- 
tions in South East Asia and the 
US, says reports from news  
agency Pressetext.europe 
